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ACCU Nara

The Cultural Heritage Protection Cooperation Office, Asia-Pacific Cultural Heritage
Centre for UNESCO (ACCU Nara Office) has been implementing various international

cooperation programmes, including

training courses for human resource

development, in cooperation with international organisations such as UNESCO
(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) and ICCROM
(International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural
Property) as well as relevant domestic institutions.

In the Asia-Pacific region, there are various
forms of tangible cultural heritage of great value,
reflecting the rich culture and history of each
country. However, due to changes in the global
environment, natural disasters, human-induced
factors, and shortages of human resources and
financial capacity for the conservation and
restoration of cultural heritage, such invaluable
cultural properties are facing the risk of loss and
damage.

In response to the requests for further cooperation
in the field of cultural heritage protection from
Asia-Pacific countries, ACCU Nara Office was
established in 1999 at Nara, a city with many
cultural heritage sites and one of the centres of
research of cultural properties in Japan, in
cooperation with the Agency for Cultural Affairs,
Government of Japan, the Nara Prefectural
Government and Nara City Government.

Since then, many experts in Asia-Pacific countries
have participated in the training courses for
human resources development, one of the ACCU
Nara Office’s main programmes. Many participants
have applied the knowledge and techniques they
have acquired through the training courses and
actively contribute to the protection of cultural
heritage in their respective countries.
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Workshop for Cultural Heritage Protection at the Samarkand Archaeological Institute, Uzbekistan

Countries Participating in ACCU Programme Activities
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BMEast Asia B Central Asia Solomon Islands
China Kazakhstan Tonga
Japan Kyrgyz Republic  Tuvalu
Mongolia Tajikistan Vanuatu
Rep. of Korea Turkmenistan
Uzbekistan HESouth Asia

HESoutheast Bangladesh

Asia HEOceania Bhutan
Brunei Darussalam Australia India
G Cook Islands Maldives
Indonesia Fiji Nepal
Lao PDR Kiribati Pakistan
Malaysia Marshall Islands Sri Lanka
Myanmar Micronesia )
Philippines Nauru W West Asia
Singapore New Zealand Afghanistan
Thailand D I
Timor-Leste Palau
Viet Nam Papua New Guinea

Samoa

Total 45 countries
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Human Resource Development : From Nara to
the Asia-Pacific Region

The ACCU Nara Office implements various training courses
to contribute to human resource development in the Asia-
Pacific region, such as the training of specialists engaged in
policy-making and the protection and restoration of cultural
properties.

Group Training Course

The ACCU Nara Office provides participants with
opportunities to acquire the latest knowledge and practical
techniques, with special reference to the characteristics of
Japanese archaeological sites and historic buildings.
MTraining period: about one month

HAnnual number of participants: about 15 people

HTotal Attendance from 2000 to 2025: 383 from 39 countries

Thematic Training Course

The ACCU Nara Office invites researchers from countries
where the cultural properties protection and preservation have
become urgent issues. And provides them with opportunities
to acquire expertise and techniques in accordance with the
particular needs of each country.

M Training period: approximately two weeks

BAnnual number of participants: 5-10 people (from one to

four countries in a year)
HTotal Attendance from 2000 to 2025: 148 from 26 countries

Past five years (FY2021 to FY2025)

Fy* Grou_p Training Cours?e : Thematic Training C_o_urse
Subject Participants(Countries)| Countries and No. of Participants

2021 | Archaeological Sites 12 (8) Indonesia 8

2022 | Wooden Structures 15(13) | VietNam 10

2023 | Wooden Built Heritage 15 (14) | Kazakhstan 3, Kyrgyz 2, Uzbekistan 2, Tajikistan 1

2024 | Archaeological Sites 15(15) |LaoPDR 12

2025 | Wooden Built Heritage 13 (10) |Palau2

*FY: Fiscal Year
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Workshop for Cultural Heritage Protection

In 2007, the ACCU Nara Office launched a new programme
that dispatches a group of instructors from Japan to provide
local researchers and practitioners engaged in cultural
heritage protection with practical training in consideration of
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the particular needs of each country.

MTraining period: about 10 days
MAttendance from 2007 to 2025: a total of 306 participants

Past five years (FY2021 to FY2025)

FY Country Theme Participants
2021 Myanmar Photography Documentation for 15
<<Online>> | Archaeological Objects
2022 Kazakhstan | Digital Tools for Preservation and 15
<<Online>> | Display of Museum Objects
2023 Indonesia Disaster R_isk Management  for 18
(Yogyakarta) | Cultural Heritage
2024 Yiet_ANarrj 3D Document_ation_and Management 15
(Cat Tién Site) | of Archaeological Sites and Artefacts
2025 Uzbekistan | Inventory and Data Management of Archaeological 15
(Samarkand) | Artefacts and Museum Collections
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International Conference _

Sharing information on cultural heritage protection
with the world

The ACCU Nara Office holds international conferences on
various themes annually. Experts and specialists involved in
cultural heritage protection in Japan and abroad. Exchange
opinions and information at the conference, contributing to
the promotion of research and enrichment of information
networks related to cultural heritage protection.

Past five years (FY2021 to FY2025)

Date Theme and Conference Title

Disaster Risk Management for Cultural Heritage in the

December 2021 Asia-Pacific Region

Disaster Risk Management for Cultural Heritage in the Asia-

D 2022
SYET Ay Pacific Region I

Disaster Risk Management for Cultural Heritage in the Asia—

December 2023 - X
Pacific Region I

December 2024 | Cultural Heritage and Authenticity

Conservation and Interpretation of Archaeological Sites

December 2025 and Authenticity
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Passing on cultural heritage to the next
generation

With the goal of raising awareness about the importance of
cultural heritage protection, ACCU Nara Office offers learning
opportunities to local communities through open seminars on
cultural heritage and World Heritage Lectures for high school
students and other youth.

Cultural Heritage Seminar

Every year, ACCU Nara Office holds an open seminar with
keynote speeches and panel discussions to encourage many
people to learn about the importance of cultural heritage
protection.

Past five years (FY2021 to FY2025)

Date Theme
January 2022 | Kurozuka Kofun and its triangular rimmed bronze mirrors

January 2023 | Takamatsuzuka Tumulus and Cultural Exchange in East Asia

A Turning Point in Time and Culture - from Dynamic
Asuka to Sophisticated Nara

January 2025 | The Ancient Glass Road:Asuka's East-West Trade
January 2026 | The Significance of Asuka-Fujiwara becoming a World Heritage Site

January 2024

World Heritage Lecture

ACCU Nara Office conducts the World Heritage Lectures for
high school students in Nara Prefecture to foster awareness
of the historical value and significance of cultural heritage
and the importance of safeguarding it. The students learn
about the World Heritage Convention and recent trends
and challenges surrounding World Heritage sites through
interactive lessons and active engagement with the lecturer.
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The ACCU Nara Office reports its activities
and the latest information on cultural heritage
protection.

BACCU Nara Office Newsletter,
“Cultural Heritage News"”

We introduce the activities of the ACCU Nara Office and
provide the latest information on cultural heritage in the
Asia-Pacific region.

Me-Learning (publication of the training material)

Training materials and other resources are made available on
ACCU Nara Office’s website in various languages.

Minternational Correspondents

ACCU Nara Office has set up a system of International
Correspondents for the purpose of establishing closer ties
with the countries in the Asia-Pacific region. Appointed
correspondents include former training programme participants.
Each correspondent periodically presents the latest news on
cultural properties and cultural heritage protection in their
respective countries.

B sk & ol - 55 Collaboration with Related International Organisations J

The ACCU Nara Office promotes activities through
collaborating and cooperating with international organisations
in various fields of cultural heritage protection.

Related International

Organisation Outline

ICCROM An intergovernmental organisation
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(International Centre for the
Study of the Preservation and
Restoration of Cultural Property)

established in Rome in 1959 to
promote the conservation of cultural
heritage.

UNESCO
(United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization)

A United Nation's organisation
established in 1946 to build peace in
the minds of men through education,
science and culture. UNESCO
Headquarters are located in Paris.
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List of UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Japan

BEH X{t / B% E8RE FRTEM
Name of UNESCO World Heritage Site Cultural/Natural |Inscription Year Location
1 ERFHIEOIAZEEY XALEE 1993 ERE
Buddhist Monuments in the Horyu-ji Area Cultural Heritage Nara Prefecture
2 HERERI XALEE 1993 RER
Himeji-jo Cultural Heritage Hyogo Prefecture
3 EAB BB 1003 |ERBE
Yakushima Natural Heritage Kagoshima Prefecture
4 aLt BREE 1003 |BRR. HEE
Shirakami-Sanchi Natural Heritage Aomori and Akita Prefectures
5 HESREMOALEF (REH. FAT. KiEMH) . = SepmiE
Historic Monuments of Ancient Kyoto nglffeﬁéH critage | 1994 f%ﬁ?énfilfga Prefectures
(Kyoto, Uji and Otsu Cities) g v
6 Bl - AELOSEE) EE MALEE 1005 |BER. HLE
Historic Villages of Shirakawa-go and Gokayama Cultural Heritage Gifu and Toyama Prefectures
7 AR K= L MALEE 1006 |EBE
Hiroshima Peace Memorial (Genbaku Dome) Cultural Heritage Hiroshima Prefecture
8 Bt XALEE 1996 =13
ltsukushima Shinto Shrine Cultural Heritage Hiroshima Prefecture
9 EHEROXILE VAL 1008 | RRE
Historic Monuments of Ancient Nara Cultural Heritage Nara Prefecture
10 BHXnxF XAbLEE 1999 LN
Shrines and Temples of Nikko Cultural Heritage Tochigi Prefecture
11 BRHREIED Y 2 7 RUBBEER MALEiE o000 | HER
Gusuku Sites and Related Properties of the Kingdom of Ryukyu | Cultural Heritage Okinawa Prefecture
12 ERLBORS L BinE AL o004 | =ER. RRE. FAHLR
Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range | Cultural Heritage Mie, Nara and Wakayama Prefectures
13 HIEK BAEE 2005 bimE
Shiretoko Natural Heritage Hokkaido Prefecture
14 BRERBUEHE 2 OIS MALEE o007 | BIRE
lwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural Landscape | Cultural Heritage Shimane Prefecture
15 NEFRES aroEE L
Ogasawara Islands Natural Heritage Tokyo Metropolis
16 FR—AEL(EL) 2 RTEE - ERRVEGFHENE— - e
Hiraizumi - Temples, Gardens and Archaeological gJI[t:faFIEHeritage 2011 ﬁvigtPrefecture
Sites Representing the Buddhist Pure Land
17 BLIU—EMONR EEMDIRER— XAb&ERE 2013 IR B3R
Fujisan, sacred place and source of artistic inspiration | Cultural Heritage Yamanashi and Shizuoka Prefectures
18 MBI & AL EER MALEE o01a |EER
Tomioka Silk Mill and Related Sites Cultural Heritage Gunma Prefecture
Bl/EBADEEEMEE ek - 2. & mER, FEE. RIBE, 8ERE,
AIREE XAb&ERE 2015 BREEE. WOE, EF8. #EER
Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolution: Cultural Heritage Fukuoka, Saga, Nagasaki, Kumamoto, Kagoshima,
Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal Mining Yamaguchi, Iwate and Shizuoka Prefectures
V- AWE LD IOREERERBELEEEND BE (RE#). 772X K1Y,
EELEMR— XAb&ERE 2016 2L ZANRNE=TILELF LR
The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier, an Outstanding | Cultural Heritage Japan(Tokyo Metoropolis), France, Germany,
Contribution to the Modern Movement * Switzerland, Belgium, Argentina and India
(W15 8] S -4 B L EAEEER - —
Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites aE - 2017 Ll
in the Munakata Region Cultural Heritage Fukuoka Prefecture
RIFEXREWHDOEBRF) o2 CEEEE XAbE&ERE 2018 RIFE, gEKE
Hidden Christian Sites in the Nagasaki Region Cultural Heritage Nagasaki and Kumamonto Prefectures
BES - oambEF —AXEERDEER— XALEE 2019 KBRAF
Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group: Mounded Tombs of Ancient Japan | Cultural Heritage Osaka Prefecture
24 BEKE. BB, MREILWRUERS B BEE B
Amami-Oshima Island,  Tokunoshima Island, | 2/%V&= 2021 R B, ’:Fﬁl"‘.
Northern part of Okinawa Island, and Iriomote Island Natural Heritage Kagoshima and Okinawa Prefectures
25t - RO BIERE YALERE oopy | ILBE. ERE. EFR. HEE
Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan Cultural Heritage Hokkaido, Aomori, Iwate and Akita Prefectures
26 EEBEDOEI XALEE 2024 AR
Sado Island Gold Mines Cultural Heritage Niigata Prefecture
=
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T632-0032 FREXIEMAIZAET437-3
OB E R LRS- BRRA
TEL:0743-69-5010 FAX:0743-69-5021

Cultural Heritage Protection Cooperation Office,

Asia-Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO

Nara Prefecture Historical and Artistic Culture Complex
437-3 Somaouchi-cho, Tenri 632-0032 Japan
TEL: +81-743-69-5010 FAX: +81-743-69-5021
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URL: https://www.nara.accu.or.jp E-mail: nara@accu.or.jp
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