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Preface

The Cultural Heritage Protection Cooperation Office, Asia-Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO
(ACCU) was established in August 1999 with the purpose of serving as a domestic centre for
promoting cooperation in cultural heritage protection in the Asia-Pacific region. Subsequent to its
inception, our office has been implementing a variety of programmes to help promote cultural heritage
protection activities, maintaining partnerships with international organisations, such as UNESCO
and the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property
(ICCROM).

The ACCU Nara’s activities include, training programmes for the human resources development, the
international conference and seminar, the website for the dissemination of information relating to
cultural heritage protection, and the world heritage lecture in local high schools. In addition to those,
ACCU Nara Office periodically publishes International Correspondent Report based on contributions
from appointed correspondents in the region and also conducts a regional training workshop which
dispatches a group of lecturers from Japan and implements the practical training on cultural heritage

protection on sites.

The Workshop 2014 for Protection of Cultural Heritage in Dhaka, People’s Republic of Bangladesh,
was the eighth attempt of ACCU Nara Office. We were fortunate enough to receive the cooperation
and support from Department of Archaeology, Ministry of Cultural Affairs, as a co-organiser. I
would like to extend my sincere gratitude to Ms Shirin Akhtar, Director General of Department of
Archaeology, Mr Asaduzzaman Noor, MP, Minister of Cultural Affairs of Bangladesh, Dr Ranjit
Kumar Bishwas, ndc, Secretary, Ministry of Cultural Affairs; and to all related staff and parties for
their cooperation. Also, special thanks to Mr Takeshi Matsunaga, Minister of Embassy of Japan in
Bangladesh, who provided useful information specially related political situation in the city area and

gave the suggestion on our activity.

The advantages of implementing the regional workshop are as follows:
1) A number of participants from one country can attend the workshop at one time.
2) The working language of the training course is their native language.

3) The teaching materials are locally available artefacts.

Different from the programmes in Nara, participants in this workshop make use of artefacts or
vernacular houses indigenous to their own country for the practical training, which is familiar
and useful for them. For this year, the theme of the workshop was Recording/Documentation and
Preservation Research Methods for Archaeological Artefacts, so we used artefacts brought from

Naogaon area as examples.



When organising a workshop overseas, the most important part is the selection of the theme and a
venue of the training course. The preliminary survey should be made prior to selecting the appropriate
theme which is most urgently needed for the country, because the training programme should also have

a long-term effect on the protection of cultural heritage after the workshop has concluded.

Lastly, I would like to express my appreciation to Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Nara Prefectural Government, and Nara Municipal Archaeological Research Center for
their cooperation in dispatching their officials to our workshop. I am also thankful to the Agency for
Cultural Affairs, Japan (Bunkacho) for their continuing support.

NISHIMURA Yasushi
Director

The Cultural Heritage Protection Cooperation Office,
Asia-Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU)
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1. Introduction

National Parliament House






1. General Information

The Workshop 2014 for Protection of Cultural Heritage
in Dhaka, People’s Republic of Bangladesh

1. Organisers
This course is jointly organised by Agency for Cultural Affairs, Japan (Bunkacho); the Asia-Pacific
Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU); and Ministry of Cultural Affairs, Department of Archaeology
of Bangladesh.

2. Background

People’s Republic of Bangladesh has two world cultural heritage sites inscribed as a cultural property
called “Mosque City of Bagerhat”, founded in the early 15th century, and “Ruins of the Buddhist
Vihara at Paharpur” in the 8th to 9th century. Furthermore, there are numerous archaeological sites
related to Ancient Buddhist sites, Islamic monuments in the Middle Ages and Hindu sites. However,
the restoration and conservation for these sites and remains and artefacts found in there are not fully
implemented due to the natural disasters such as flood and earthquake, and also because of the lack of
awareness by the local residents. In addition, the lack of human resources concerning the conservation
and maintenance projects has been addressed. Therefore, capacity building of human resources has

become an urgent task.

In consideration of this situation as well as in response to a request from the Department of
Archaeology of Bangladesh, Cultural Heritage Protection Cooperation Office, Asia-Pacific
Cultural Centre for UNESCO has decided to co-organise the workshop in Dhaka, Bangladesh on
recording/documentation and preservation research methods for archaeological artefacts, as part
of its cooperation for cultural heritage protection in the Asia-Pacific region with the Department of

Archaeology of Bangladesh.

3. Venue and Country
Dhaka, People’s Republic of Bangladesh

4. Date
From 11 January (Sun.) to 16 January (Fri.) 2015

5. Themes

Recording/documentation and preservation research methods for archaeological artefacts



6. Curriculum

Lecture

- Introduction to measured drawing of earthenware

Practical Training

- Measured drawing of earthenware (whole and shards/reconstruction from shards)

- Techniques for creating earthenware/Observation methods/Descriptive methods of observed de-

tails

7. Participants

Fifteen researchers, engaging in investigation, research and preservation of cultural properties in
Bangladesh, who belong to research institutes, the management and preservation office for cultural

properties or museums.
8. Language

The main working language of the training course is Bengali with consecutive interpretation from

Japanese.

2. Programme Schedule

Date Morning (09:30-12:45) Afternoon (13:15-16:30) Instructor
1 (11 {Sun. |(10:00-11:30) Lecture: Mr Kato,
Opening Ceremony - Observation and Measurement of Artefacts |Mr Suzuki,
(12:00-) - Pottery Manufacturing Process Mr Yasui
Orientation for the Workshop - The Method for Measured Drawing
12 [Mon. |Practical Training: Mr Kato,
Measured Drawing of Earthenware (whole) Mr Suzuki,
Mr Yasui
13 |Tue. |Practical Training: Mr Kato,
Measured Drawing of Earthenware (reconstruction from shards) Mr Suzuki,
Mr Yasui
14 |Wed. |Practical Training: Mr Kato,
+ Documentation Methods for Trace of Making Earthenware Mr Suzuki,
+ Documentation Methods of Ink Rubbing Mr Yasui
15 |Thur. |Practical Training: Mr Kato,
Observation Methods and Detailed Description of Earthenware Mr Suzuki,
Mr Yasui
16 |Fri. + Evaluation from Instructors Mr Kato,
+ Closing Ceremony (12:00-) Mr Suzuki,
Mr Yasui
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As a result, this workshop did not always proceed as originally scheduled due to political instability
in Bangladesh that occurred immediately before undertaking it. For all that, thanks to the information
provided by Embassy of Japan and the utmost care given to us by the Bangladesh side, Japan team was
able to finish the workshop without any serious trouble. I would like to express my deepest gratitude to
Embassy of Japan, Minister of the Cultural Affairs of Bangladesh, Director General of the Department

of Archaeology, and the organisations concerned in Bangladesh.

8 January (Thur.)

ACCU Nara staff and three instructors flew to Bangladesh via Kuala Lumpur from the Kansai
International Airport. After arriving at the Shahjalal International Airport in the suburb of Dhaka, they
got to their hotel by a government vehicle, following a lead police car arranged by the Bangladesh

authorities.

9 January (Fri.)

A meeting was held with Department of Archacology of Bangladesh. The security situation in Dhaka
was discussed. It was confirmed that the areas in which Japan team’s hotel and the Archaeology
Department exist are comparatively safe. According to Department of Archaeology, they will be safe
because a police vehicle guards us when going to and coming back from the Department, and, in

addition, that their car passes through a safe area even though it must make a slight detour.

Through the discussion, the team decided that they would carry the pottery used in practice undertaken
during the workshop on Friday night, which is regarded as the safest time zone in Dhaka.

After that, they checked where the reception was to be held, and had a preliminary meeting.

10 January (Sat.)

The team checked the data of and the materials/tools for workshop participants, while confirming the
progress of the preparation at the seminar hall of Department of Archaeology. They also checked the

performance status of PowerPoint.



Although the instructors looked for pottery to use during training practice, they were unable to find

suitable examples. Thus, they decided to look for again the next day.

The reception was held at night. According to Bangladeshi habitual practice, the host and guests make
greetings at the end of a reception. Ms Shirin Akhtar (Director General, Department of Archaeology
of Bangladesh) was the first to address attendees, followed by Mr Nishimura (Director, ACCU Nara
Office), Mr Matsunaga (Minister, Embassy of Japan in Bangladesh), and Dr Ranjit Kumar Bishwas,
ndc (Secretary, Ministry of Cultural Affairs of Bangladesh). After that, the secretary general presented

memorial gifts to all reception participants. The reception ended after singing the national anthems of

both Bangladesh and Japan.




11 January (Sun.)

Opening Ceremony

The opening ceremony was held at the seminar hall of Department of Archaeology of Bangladesh.
Opening comments were made in the following order; Mr Nishimura (Director, ACCU Nara Office),
Ms Shirin Akhtar (Director General, Department of Archaeology of Bangladesh), Mr Matsunaga
(Minister, Embassy of Japan in Bangladesh), and finally Mr Asaduzzaman Noor, MP (Minister,
Cultural Affairs of Bangladesh). The ceremony ended after the host and the guests were presented
with a bunch of flowers. Bangladesh Betar (BB), Bangladesh Television (BTV), etc. reported on the

opening ceremony.
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At the orientation, after the instructors were introduced, ACCU staff explained the schedule, and
checked handouts/tools to be used. Subsequently, the participants introduced themselves, and photos

of their faces were taken for use in making a final report.

Lectures started after lunch. First, Mr Kato Shinji provided an overview of the basics of pottery
observation and the typology of archaeological artefacts under the theme “Observation and

Measurement of Artefacts”. Then, under the theme “Pottery Manufacturing Process”, Mr Suzuki
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Kazuyoshi lectured about the fundamental knowledge of pottery manufacture necessary for pottery
measuring. Finally, Mr Yasui Nobuya presented the first half of the two part lecture series entitled “The

method for Measured Drawings”, which covered the principles in measuring pottery as well as the

introduction of case examples of pottery measurement.

12 January (Mon.)
Today’s workshop was cancelled as the opposition parties declared a “hartal (i.e., general strike)”. The

team discussed alternative plans with the Department of Archaeology.



13 January (Tue.)

To catch up for the unforeseen cancellation as much as possible, lectures started an hour and a half
early. In the second half of the two part lecture series, “Creation of Pottery Measured Drawings”,
the instructor explained procedures for practical measurement including the retrieval of pottery rim
diameter based on potshards, etc. After that, the 15 participants were divided into three groups; A, B
and C, to begin practical measurement training. Each participant retrieved a rim diameter from a shard,
made a sectional drawing, then turned it the opposite position and completed the outline drawing.
The instructors demonstrated how to measure the shards, when necessary, in accordance with the
procedure. Lastly, an instructor explained about remarks to be specified in the drawing. The workshop

ended after being extending for 30 minutes.

11
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14 January (Wed.)

The lecture started more than 30 minutes earlier than scheduled. The participants created the drawings
begun yesterday. After completing the drawing, each participant made a presentation about his/her
drawing. Then the instructor introduced various techniques of surface finishing. In the following step,
the participants are scheduled to work on the plotting of more difficult materials such as shards of
which the body part is greater in diameter than the rim. ACCU staff intended to extend the time today
as well, if necessary, but the lecture was closed on time due to possible instability in security during

evening hours.
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15 January (Thur.)

Today’s workshop was cancelled as the opposition parties declared a nationwide hartal, general strike.



16 January (Fri.)

The lecture started one hour earlier than scheduled. The contents of this session concerned “rubbing,”
which had yet to be covered in the curriculum. After the demonstration by the instructors, each
participant worked on skills to cut the clay on the bottom of a piece of pottery with a taut string, and to
take an ink rubbing of the traces of the surface finish from the pottery. After the participants submitted

a written report, Mr Kato Shinji reviewed them on behalf of all the instructors.

Closing Ceremony

The closing ceremony began with flower giving to the guests of honour and the host. After the
addresses made by Ms Shirin Akhta (Director General, Department of Archaeology) and Mr Nishimura
(Director, ACCU Nara Office), Dr Ranjit Kumar Bishwas, ndc, (Secretary, Ministry of Cultural Affairs
of Bangladesh) presented a training-completion certificate to each participant. Subsequently, Mr

Nishimura presented a memorial gift to the participants. Lastly, the guest of honour made a speech,

and the closing ceremony ended after taking a ceremonial photograph.

13



14

Adress from Director General of .
Department of Archaeology

Each participant received the certificate

17 January (Sat.)
After checking out of the hotel, the Japan team proceeded to the Shahjalal International Airport.
Their plane left Dhaka on time, but, at Kuala Lumpur, a transit airport, there was a long delay due to

mechanical trouble. The flight finally left just before dawn the following day.

18 January (Sun.)

The team arrived at Kansai International Airport four and half hours behind their initial schedule.
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III. Reports by Participants







1. Rakhi Roy
Department of Archaeology

Cultural heritage is essential for accurate understanding of the history, culture and spirit of each
country;

I think “The Workshop 2014 for Protection of Cultural Heritage” organised by ACCU Nara Office and
Department of Archaeology, Bangladesh was timely and effective. The instructors, resource persons
and interpreter presented all the contents simply and lively. The most remarkable part was providing
necessary equipment and practical training to make the contents understandable. In future, the

workshop will be more fruitful if we have more time for the practical training.

2. Lovely Yasmin

Department of Archaeology

I would like to thank Department of Archaeology, Ministry of Culture and ACCU Nara Office for
organising “The Workshop 2014 for Protection of Cultural Heritage in Dhaka, Bangladesh”. In this
training programme we could learn how to find the diameter and radius of earthenware from its broken
piece. We learned sketching and measuring earthenware by finding different check points, using
mako and circle callipers. Besides, we learned the types of data we can get and design process of

earthenware.

19
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3. Md. Mahbub-UL Alam
Paharpur Archaeological Museum

Department of Archaeology

Pottery is one of the most important topics in archaeology. So my heartiest thanks to all the members,

instructors of ACCU Nara who came from Japan and presented us a wonderful, effective workshop on

drawing, documentation process of pottery. The things I want to mention about this workshop are as

follows;

1.

2.

The drawing process of earthenware.

There were a lot of examples and the instructors showed us demonstrations which was very
helpful to understand.

Use of different tools to draw. Especially the use of “mako” was new to me.

Observation and documentation process of earthenware.

The workshop will be very effective in researching earthenware in future but it would be more

effective if we have more workshops on this topic.

4. Nurul Kabir
Department of Archaeology

Jahangirnagar University

Congratulation to ACCU Nara team for such a contributory effort and heartiest thank to the instructors

for their kind and cordial demonstrative approach. In the programme I came to know about basic and

proper instruments of pottery drawing such as circle calliper and so on. I am very grateful for the

teaching method provided by the instructors, which was segmented in two layers. Group demonstration

and table demonstration. The theoretical classes were very comprehensive, and the laborious effort

made by the instructors and the interpreter was certainly significant to learn, draw, measure and

interpret the shards. Documentation of the texture over the shards essentially enriched our previous

experiences on this aspect. It was educative and contributing as well.



5. Sikder Md Zulkernine
Department of Archaeology

Jahangirnagar University

I am very proud that I could participate in the workshop for protection of cultural heritage. In this
workshop we learned the process of drawing, documentation of earthenware practically. There was
language barrier between the instructors and participants but the heartiest effort provided by the
instructors made it very easy to understand the content. I believe we can utilise this knowledge in our

archaeological research in future.

6. Asma Ferdousi
Ethnography & Decorative Art Department
Bangladesh National Museum

I am very grateful to be a part of this workshop organised by Department of Archaeology and
ACCU Nara Office. I could learn the measurement process, documentation of earthenware. Table
demonstration and individual work helped us a lot to understand the techniques. The training
programme would be more effective if it was for a longer period of time. At last, I would like to thank

all the instructors and the organising committee of this workshop.

21
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7. Tripti Rani Halder

Department of Archaeology

We have benefited a lot from the things we learned from “The Workshop 2015 for Protection of
Cultural Heritage in Dhaka, Bangladesh” organised by ACCU Nara Office and the Department
of Archaeology, Bangladesh. We could learn a lot of things practically from this workshop. This
knowledge will help us in future. I would like to thank all the members of ACCU Nara Office for

arranging this workshop for us.

8. Md. Khalilur Rahman Talukder

Department of Archaeology

My thanks to ACCU Nara Office and Department of Archaeology, Bangladesh for giving me an
opportunity to participate in “The Workshop 2014 for Protection of Cultural Heritage in Dhaka”. All
the instructors effectively taught us various things. Because of attending this workshop we will be able
to document information about our archaeological artefacts in a more organised way. It will help our

archaeological department a lot if there are more workshops similar to this one.



9. Muhammad Fazlul Karim

Department of Archaeology

I would like to thank Department of Archaecology and ACCU Nara for organising 6 days long
workshop from 11th to 16th January 2014. I feel proud that I could learn the process of making,
sketching and designing earthenware practically because of the heartiest effort provided by all the
instructors. I think by utilising the knowledge and technic from this workshop we will be able to get

positive result in research work.

10. Md. Shahin Alam

Divisional Museum, Regional Office
Department of Archaeology

I would like to thank Asia Pacific Cultural Centre (ACCU) Nara for arranging a Workshop on Cultural
Heritage Protection in Dhaka. In this workshop I learned the documentation process of cultural
heritage, how to draw and study pottery. We were taught the name and usage of tools like calliper,
mako, set square and so on. Besides, I learned how to draw earthenware from its radius by drawing

centreline, outer and inner surface. I feel very happy to be a part of this workshop.

23
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11. Sanjay Kumar Roy
Department of Archaeology

My heartiest thank to all the instructors and members of Asia Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO
(ACCU) Nara Office, Japan. I am feeling very happy to learn the process of making, sketching and
designing earthenware in this workshop. I am fascinated by the sincerity, patience and efficiency of
the instructors. I believe by implementing the knowledge, technique and experience gathered from this

workshop will help me to achieve the desired result in archaeological research.

12. Md. Mukhlesur Rahman Bhuyan
Ethnological Museum
Department of Archaeology

My Salam (best wishes) to all the members and instructors who have participated in the workshop
organised by Asia Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU) Nara Office, Japan and Department
of Archaeology, Bangladesh. I could learn the process of making and sketching earthenware practically
because of the heartiest guidance and cooperation of instructors and Department of Archaeology. |
think the knowledge and technic I learned from this workshop will help me to pursue my research
work effectively. I would like to thank ACCU Nara Office for organising such a wonderful workshop

for us.



13. Md. Ziaul Haider (Liton)
Department of Archaeology

At first I would like to share my heartiest wishes to all the members of ACCU Nara Office for taking
such a wonderful initiative to organise “The Workshop 2014 for Protection of Cultural Heritage in
Dhaka, Bangladesh”. Our instructors were amazing and the teaching process was effective. | feel
grateful to be a part of this workshop. I believe the things we have learned in this workshop will

definitely help us to research more effectively in future.

14. Shamima Hoque
Department of Archaeology

I am amazed to be a part of this cultural heritage seminar organised by ACCU Nara Office. The
instructors taught us the important points to observe artefacts, documentation process. The tools used
by the instructors were more advanced and effective compared to ours. The instructors taught us by
group discussion and we could learn things more effectively because of the individual work. If we can
use advanced technology and practical training like this programme, we will be able to learn a lot of

information about artefacts.

25
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15. Md. Lokman Hossain
Department of Archaeology

At first [ would like to thank all the officials of ACCU Nara Office for giving me an opportunity to
participate in this training programme. This workshop on pottery was an excellent event for us to learn
a lot of things. We learned the drawing process and the ways to protect earthenware. I am very grateful
to our instructors for being helpful through the workshop. I will try to utilise the knowledge I gathered
here to help my country.
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SUZUKI Kazuyoshi
(Archaeological Institute of Kashihara,
Nara prefecture.)
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